The Mlowing account of the Bengali alphabet is taken from Mr. Beames* excellent 

Bengali Grammar. It shows the system of transliteration 

^ * * used in this Survey for the dialects of the Western Branch 

only of the language. It has been found necessary to adopt a slightly different system 

for most of the dialect« of the Eastern Branch, which will be explained in the proper 

place : — 

' The order and number of the rowels and consonants are the same in Bengali as in 
the other Aryan languages of India — 

Vowels, 





«r a 


\ 


511 a 










ti 




^i 


^e 


^ ai 






^ u 




^ u 


^6 


^ au 






nri 




«ri 










^iri 




ilri 










w. uf^ «r: oA 














Consonants. 






^ ka 


^ kha 


^ ga 




^ (/ha 


€ na 


Gutturals. 


^ oha 


f chha 


^ ja 




■^ jha 


<ip na 


Palatals. 


§ ta 


i tha 


\5 da 




1? dha 


*l ^a 


Cerebral. 


^ tn 


^ tha 


^ da 




n dha 


^ na 


Dentals. 


♦f pa 


^ phu 


^ ba 




^ bha 


^ ma 


Labials. 


^ ya (jf«) 


ir ra 


^ la 




^ ca (ba) 




Semi-TOwels. 


"T 6a 


^ Bha 


^ 8a 








Sibilants. 


\ ha 












Aspirate. 


BengiiU. 
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28 BEKGALi. 

* Although, for the sake of completeness, the f owel signs f f»» ^ Ifi, and i lf% are 
included in the list of characters, they are not used at all in ordinary Bengali. They 
are, however, required in transcribing Sanskrit grammatioal works into the Bengali 
eharaoter, and in Sanskrit grammars written for the use of Bengali students* 

* The forms of the vowels given above nfe the initials, and are used only at the 
beginning of a w^ord ; when subjoined to a consonant they take the following forms : — 

a (not exprmsed) a t 

f f i^ e C «i ^ 

u ^ u , d Ct att C^ 

Thus ^ ka, ^1 kha, f% gu ft ghh | ohu, \ ohhUf ^ jth C^ j^i ^ .to»i cit thb, C^ dau. 

* In the following oases the combination of consonant and vowel gives rise to 
peculiar forms : — 

1[ r with ^ « is written W | \g with ^ ti is written n 

1[ r „ ^ li „ „ W ^^S ,1 ^ « I, }> ^9 

^ A „ ^ w „ „ 1 1;P « ^ «* »» »t 1 (oocarion. 

I ally). 

* When one consonant follows another with no vowel between, the two are, as in 
Bdva-nagari, combined into one compound letter. In most easels the elements of the 
compound are easily distinguishable, as in ^ Sva, W hla^ ^ mna ; but there are some in 
which the elements are so altered as to be' with difficulty recognised. The most com- 
monly met with are the following : — 

1. Nasals preceding other consonants (called. in Bengali Anka-^phala). 



€ » with ^ ha makes 


T 


nka. 


^^ n ^ 


ith 


««f Ma makes 


i ^ ntha. 


€ « ',, t fifO 


n 


^ 


nga. 


1 M 


» 


f dha „ 


^ ndha. 


«£j| » „ F oha 


M 


^ 


doha. 


^ m 


» 


*r pa „ 


"^ mpa. 


•^ n „ ^ da 


>f 


^ 


^da. 


' ^ m 


>» 


f jwa „ 


■V mma. 


2. SibUants preceding 


Other consonants 


(called Aaku 


t-pAa/a) : — 




1 ' 


with 


«<l 


[ tha 


makes 


1 


«<>ia 




^ 8h 


IS 


fe 


fa 


» 


^ 


«A^ 




i »h 


» 


1 


tia 


» 


^ 


$hiit. 




3. Miscellaneous — 
















^ t 


with 


^ 


ta 


makes 


^ 


tta 




^ t 


j> 


^ 


ia 


» 


'S 


tta 




k t 


»s 


«f 


tha 


M 


^f 


ttha. 




w d 


f> 


«( 


dhc 


(. » 


^ 


ddha. 




k * 


51 


^ 


ta 


» 


'^ 


kta. 




'I J 


SJ 


«* 


na 


» 


m 


jha (pronounced g>a). 


t 9 


l> 


f 


dhu 


» 


t 


gdha. 




^ b 


f 


*f 


dha 


» 


^ 


bdha. 




\ * 


)f 


^ 


ha 


>l 


? 


hna. 




^" A 


t9 


f 


ma 


» 


^ 


hma. 




^. * 


II 


^ 


aha 


91 


•» 


ksha ikhfa). 
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^ The letter ^ ya when joined to a previous oonaonant takes the form I as W i^a. 

* The letter w ra when joined to a following consonant takes the form ^, as il¥«r*a, 

' When joined to a preceding consonant it is written ^ , as 3 $ra. The f oliowiiig tmm 
are peculiar : tff *ra, ai <ra, v ttra^ 3| »^^a» W nrfrii, a rfra. 

* Some compound consonants followed hy the vowels % u and # 6 take slightly 
altered forms: — 

% Mw, n^iru, w dm, oi dw, % ntu^ % $tu. 

* As in Sanskrit, the short rowel ^ a when it follows a consonant is not expre»ed» 
but is held to be inherent in every consonant unless its absence is specially indicated ; for 
instance ^ is *a not *. When the absence of ^ a has to be noted the mark ^ (called in 
Bengali ha$anta) is used; thus ^&, as shown in the above list of compound consonants. 
^ t with hmanta is expressed by the character «. , as in wN^. fdbat, m^^ti chamatkar. 

* The sign *, called ehandra-Undu (i.^., moon and drop), indicates that a nasal ^und 
is to be given to the vowel over which it stands, as ftf ehSd, «ft? pSeh. It is represented 
in transliteration by the sign '^ orer the nasalised Towel. 

* The characters fcxr the numerals are these — 

1234 667890 

* The leading feature in Indian arithmetic being the division by four, the signs for 
fractions are adbsipted thereto. The rupee is divided into 4 X 4 s 16 parts, called ami 
which are thus designated (units of all kinds are also thus divided) :~ 

1 ana or ^ y« 6 anas )/• 9 anas n/« 13 anas V« 

2 anas V« 6 anas iVo 10 anas y^ 14 anas W* 

3 aula «/• 7 anas i</« 11 anas •</• 16 anas W* 

4 anis or |^ i» 8 anas or ^ tt« 12 aims or | M^' 
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